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Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of 
the International application in the language in which it was filed 

a translation of the international application into which Is the language 

of a translation furnished for the purposes of International search (Rules 1 2.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 
With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed hi the International application, see Box No. I 



■ □ 
□ 
□ 



Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box No III) 



With regard to the title, 

fx] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant 
□ 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



. With regard to the abstract 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ ^wit^o^o^^* 8 ! according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report su 1 — 1 - •■ ■ 

With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. _li 

GO as suggested by the applicant 
□ 

as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 
CD as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention 
°- O none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 
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FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 Now 



International application No. 
PCTAJS200&005685 



International filing date (daymonthfyear) 
15.02.2006 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
INV. G07F17/32 



Priority date (day/tnonthyear) 
22.02.2005 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



SI Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
H Box No. V 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

?^"L e l Sta l e T ent Und f R V te 43Ws1 ( a )0) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for internatfonal preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
wntten opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ( I PEA") except that this does not aoofv wham 
he applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA ^ noWea the 
IJnSSrS, constde U red r that writte " o V' mi0 ™ °* »«» ""temafcn^earcl; ffii 

l^mifKlT Inhf prOV J? ed ab ? v f ' co r sioer ? a to b « 3 written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 

fr«l ,hl i f ,P , EA awrrtten reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, beforethe expiration of 3 months 

Shever exp^reTSer 1 PC™SAfi20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the pr^S date 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISAj220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/1SA/220. 
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l Date of completion of 
1 this opinion 

European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentiaaei ,„,„ 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk - Pays Bas , J*™,.. 

Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl ' KCT,1SA * 10 
Fax: +31 70 340 - 3016 



Authorized Officer 

Verhoef, P 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-4235 
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Box No. I Basts of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
El the international application in the language in which it was filed 

° S! i0 ? °! the '"temationalapplication into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 

purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)>. 

2 SSlS! ^l t( ?K any l nuCl 2° tIde * na *>r am l?° acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 

appropnate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43*>te.1(a)(l) with regard to novelty, Inventive step o 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-42 

1-42 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 



PCT/US2006/005685 



Be Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Available state of the art 

The following document, D1 , may be referred to in this communication; the notation 
below will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 : WO 02/24288 A (INTERNATIONAL GAME TECHNOLOGY) 28 March 2002 (2002-03-28) 

2. Inventive step - Articles 33(1 ) and (3) PCT 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject matter of claims 1 - 42 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject matter of 
claim 1, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A gaming machine comprising a master gaming controller (please cf. page 1, line 24), 
an input mechanism for receiving cash (please cf. page 1 , line 27), an output 
mechanism for outputting cash (please cf. page 2, line 3) and a display (please cf. 
page 1 , line 10-12; see also page 6, lines 6 - 18, where is discloses that a gaming 
machine can have a first and a second display). These features are however also 
considered implicit to a gaming machine. Futhermore, document D1 discloses that 
the gaming machine is networked and that all kind of personalized messages, or 
events of interest to the player may be displayed on that gaming machine (please cf. 
page 16, line 1 - page 17, line 3). 

The subject matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known device in that: 
'that a player is not directed to a certain location'. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/US2006/005685 



This is however related to instructions for the human mind (mental steps). They are 
addressed to human beings, who implement them through merely intellectual 
activity. These instructions lack any technical character and can therefore not 
constitute a basis for an inventive step. In T0641/00 (OJ EPO, 2003, 352) the board 
concluded that "...where a feature cannot be considered as contributing to the 
solution of any technical problem by providing a technical effect it has no significance 
for the purpose of assessing inventive step." (emphasis added). 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not inventive as is required by the Articles 
33(1) and 33(3) PCT. 

2.2 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject matter of the 

corresponding independent method claims 29, which therefore is also considered not 
inventive. 



2.3 The dependent claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, see document D1 and the corresponding passages cited in 
the search report. 
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Date of mailing ( day/month/year) 

07 September 2007 (07.09.2007) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
IGT1P049X1WO 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/US2006/005685 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

15 February 2006 (15.02.2006) 


Priority dale ( day/monihfyear) 

22 February 2005 (22.02.2005) 



Applicant 

IGT et at 



The Internationa] Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter 1 of the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty) 




Quo 



The International Bureau of W1PO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Authorized officer 



Facsimile No. +41 22 338 82 70 



Beate Giffo-Schmitt 

e mail: pl03.pcl@wipo.im 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule A4bis) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


IGT1P049X1WO 






International application No. 


International filing date (Jay/month/year) 


Priority date (day/momh/year) 


PCT/US2006/005685 


15 February 2006 (15.02.2006) 


22 February 2005 (22.02.2005) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 




See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 
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IGT 







This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 fcu.l(a). 

This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report 


contains indications relating to the following items: 




Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. D 




□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 


El 


Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. VHI 


Certain observations on the international application 



The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44Z?w.3(c) and 93bis.\ but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44Ms .2). 





Date of issuance of this report 
28 August 2007 (28.08.2007) 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. +41 22 338 82 70 


Authorized officer 

Beate Giffo-Schmitt 

e-mail: pt03.pct@wipo.int 



Form PCT/IB/373 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION tLaTY 





Date of mailing 

(day/tnonthfyear) see form PCTdSAfil 0 (second sheet) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PCT/)SAj220 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


International application No. 
PCT/US2006O05685 


International fifing data (dayAnonthfrew) 
15.02.2006 


Priority date (daytinonth/year) 
22.02.2005 



see form PCT/1SA/220 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 
(PCT Rule AZbisA) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) a 
INV. G07F17/32 



Applicant 
IGT 



both national classification and IPC 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

E Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non -establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

S Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ms.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the International application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the international Preliminary Examining Authority ("I PEA") except that this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the I PEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1ofe(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant Is Invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months 
from the date of mailing of Form PCT7ISA>220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/1SA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCTJISA220. 
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European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patent!) 
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Fax: +31 70 340 - 3016 



Authorized Officer 



Verhoef, P 

Telephone No. +31 70 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/US20O&OO5685 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
El the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfcr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



1 WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCTAJS2006/Q05685 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 Ws.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial appficabiiity; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-42 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-42 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-42 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Available state of the art 

The following document, D1 , may be referred to in this communication; the notation 
below will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 : WO 02/24288 A (INTERNATIONAL GAME TECHNOLOGY) 28 March 2002 (2002-03-28) 

2. Inventive step - Articles 33(1 ) and (3) PCT 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject matter of claims 1 - 42 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject matter of 
claim 1 , and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A gaming machine comprising a master gaming controller (please cf. page 1, line 24), 
an input mechanism for receiving cash (please cf. page 1 , line 27), an output 
mechanism for outputting cash (please cf. page 2, line 3) and a display (please cf. 
page 1 , line 10- 12; see also page 6, lines 6-18, where is discloses that a gaming 
machine can have a first and a second display). These features are however also 
considered implicit to a gaming machine. Futhermore, document D1 discloses that 
the gaming machine is networked and that all kind of personalized messages, or 
events of interest to the player may be displayed on that gaming machine (please cf. 
page 16, line 1 - page 17, line 3). 

The subject matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known device in that: 
'that a player is not directed to a certain location'. 
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This is however related to instructions for the human mind (mental steps). They are 
addressed to human beings, who implement them through merely intellectual 
activity.These instructions lack any technical character and can therefore not 
constitute a basis for an inventive step. In T0641/00 (OJ EPO, 2003, 352) the board 
concluded that "...where a feature cannot be considered as contributing to the 
solution of any technical problem by providing a technical effect it has no significance 
for the purpose of assessing inventive step." (emphasis added). 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not inventive as is required by the Articles 
33(1) and 33(3) PCT. 

2.2 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject matter of the 

corresponding independent method claims 29, which therefore is also considered not 
inventive. 



2.3 The dependent claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, see document D1 and the corresponding passages cited in 
the search report. 
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